
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

 AMENDMENT TO GUIDANCE FOR DEALING WITH IMPACT OF THE 

OUTBREAK OF THE COVID-19 ISSUED VIDE PRESS RELEASE DATED 20 TH 

MARCH 2020. 

1. The International Maritime Organization (IMO) along with the World Health 

Organization (WHO), issued a circular No. 4204/Add.2 dated 21 February 2020, 

in the form of a “Joint Statement", on the response to the outbreak of "COVID-

19 Pandemic”. In the stated IMO circular letter, all the member States are 

requested to take appropriate pragmatic flexible measures within the scope of 

the relevant IMO instruments for the purpose of smooth sailing, protection of 

the ships crews' certification, health certificates, statutory survey and other 

mandatory certification including Audit certificates, dry dock, annual surveys, 

etc. Accordingly, the member Authorities of the Indian Ocean MOU (IOMOU), 

were advised to take proactive measures vide issuance of a press release on 

20 March 2020. The said press release outlined the guidance, for dealing with 

the situations arising due to the impact of the outbreak of the COVID-19, within 

the scope of the relevant IMO Conventions (Refer Annex 1, affixed at the end 

of this press release). 

2. The IOMOU members have adopted above referred guidance for the purpose 

of issuance of extension of various STCW certificates, Statutory certificates, 

Annual surveys, extension of Dry-docking and Audit certificates as relevant to 

the International Shipping.  

3. Subsequently, many flag States  and other MoUs  also made similar 

arrangements for their fleet for the purpose of granting exemptions of survey 

and certification with respect to various IMO instruments, and also for 

granting  extension of the MLC /ILO,  STCW certificates within the scope of 

their national  applicable rules and regulations. 

4. After  WHO declared COVID-19 as Pandemic outbreak, IMO issued few more 

circular letters (4204/Add.3, 4204/Add.4, 4204/Add.5, 4204/Add.6 and 

4204/Add.7) requesting all the IMO member states for further necessary 

actions. Particularly in the Addendum 6 of the circular letter 4204, Mr. Kitak Lim, 

the Secretary General of the IMO urged all the IMO Member States to take a 

practical, pragmatic and more flexible approach, in these unusual 

unprecedented critical situations, to the issues like crew change-over, supplies, 

repairs, survey & certification and licensing of seafarers. 
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5. Thereafter, many IMO member States, considering that this is an absolutely 

unprecedented critical situation due to outbreak of COVID-19 Pandemic, 

(approximately 75 flag States of different PSC regimes) issued new circulars or 

have revised their earlier circulars extending the period of exemptions of the 

STCW certificates, Statutory and other mandatory certificates etc, without 

compromising with the ship's safety, seafarers' health, protection of the sea 

and marine environment. 

6. During the video conference meeting held between IMO and 10 MoUs of 

the PSC regimes on 8 April 2020, various important issues were discussed with 

respect to PSC activities during this critical phase of the outbreak of COVID-19 

pandemic. It  was concluded that “The respective roles of the flag States and 

port States to solve this crisis, in terms of supporting maritime trade, are 

paramount, and can also be significantly assisted by the industry. At the same 

time, the safety of life at sea, the protection of the marine environment and the 

respect of seafarers as keyworkers must remain shared priorities".  (Refer 

Annex 2 for the Joint Statement agreed by the video meeting provided in Annex 

1 of the IMO Circular Letter No. 4204/Add.8)  

7. In view of the foregoing and as the COVID-19 has taken an unprecedented 

pandemic situation,  anticipating its long term effect,  understanding from the 

present scenario that this critical situation is not going to improve substantially, 

in near future, also realizing that there is a vital need for maritime 

administrations to grant a reasonable period of  exemption / extension / 

relaxation beyond three months for the STCW, MLC/ILO related certificates 

and  other mandatory/statutory  certificates of the vessels relevant to IMO 

conventions, the member Authorities of the Indian Ocean MOU have decided 

to revise the earlier guidelines issued vide Press Release dated 20th March 

2020 with respect to relaxation period mentioned in various scenarios is now to 

be read as follows: 

“This pragmatic relaxation / exemptions / dispensations granted by the 

flag state administration / R.O for an appropriate grace period beyond the 

relaxation periods permitted under various conventions for surveys, 

inspections and audits of ships and for certificates / documents of 

seafarers required as per MLC and STCW conventions specific to 

situations arising due to outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic should be 

accepted by the port State authorities. Any vessel beyond this grace 

period should be treated in the normal manner”. 

8. The above revision to the annex guidance issued vide press release dated 20th 

March 2020 will be effective from 16 April 2020. 

9. The guidance may be further reviewed upon any future initiatives taken by 

the IMO/ILO/member Authorities or based on the developments of the situation. 
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